Middle Grade Fiction Book Recommendations

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
(Click on title for Thoreau Best Book Fairs link or Amazon.com link)

Stargazing by Jen Wang

Stargazing is a heartwarming middle-grade graphic novel in the spirit of Real
Friends and El Deafo, from New York Times bestselling author-illustrator Jen Wang.

e Prairie Lotus by Linda Sue Park
~ PRAIRIE,
IQTUS Prairie Lotus is a powerful, touching, multilayered book about a girl determined to

= fit in and realize her dreams: getting an education, becoming a dressmaker in her
father’s shop, and making at least one friend. Acclaimed, award-winning author
Linda Sue Park has placed a young half-Asian girl, Hanna, in a small town in
America’s heartland, in 1880. Hanna’s adjustment to her new surroundings, which
primarily means negotiating the townspeople’s almost unanimous prejudice
against Asians, is at the heart of the story. Narrated by Hanna, the novel has
poignant moments yet sparkles with humor, introducing a captivating heroine
whose wry, observant voice will resonate with readers.

New Kid by Jerry Craft

Perfect for fans of Raina Telgemeier and Gene Luen Yang, New Kid is a timely,
honest graphic novel about starting over at a new school where diversity is low
and the struggle to fit in is real, from award-winning author-illustrator Jerry Craft.

Class Act by Jerry Craft

New York Times bestselling author Jerry Craft returns with a companion book

to New Kid, winner of the 2020 Newbery Medal, the Coretta Scott King Author
Award, and the Kirkus Prize. This time, it’s Jordan’s friend Drew who takes center
stage in another laugh-out-loud funny, powerful, and important story about being
one of the few kids of color in a prestigious private school.



https://bestbookfairs.chrislands.com/
https://bestbookfairs.chrislands.com/quicksearch/all/stargazing
https://bestbookfairs.chrislands.com/product/3073/Prairie-Lotus-Park-Linda-Sue
https://bestbookfairs.chrislands.com/quicksearch/all/new%20kid
https://bestbookfairs.chrislands.com/quicksearch/all/class%20act
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From the Desk of Zoe Washington by Jenae Marks

From debut author Janae Marks comes a captivating story full of heart, as one
courageous girl questions assumptions, searches for the truth, and does what she
believes is right—even in the face of great opposition.

Booked (The Crossover series) by Kwame Alexander

In this follow-up to the Newbery-winning novel THE CROSSOVER, soccer, family,
love, and friendship, take center stage as twelve-year-old Nick learns the power of
words as he wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to
impress the girl of his dreams. Helping him along are his best friend and
sometimes teammate Coby, and The Mac, a rapping librarian who gives Nick
inspiring books to read. This electric and heartfelt novel-in-verse by poet Kwame
Alexander bends and breaks as it captures all the thrills and setbacks, action and
emotion of a World Cup match!

Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani

Half-Muslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old Nisha doesn't know where she belongs, or
what her country is anymore. When Papa decides it's too dangerous to stay in
what is now Pakistan, Nisha and her family become refugees and embark first by
train but later on foot to reach her new home. The journey is long, difficult, and
dangerous, and after losing her mother as a baby, Nisha can't imagine losing her
homeland, too. But even if her country has been ripped apart, Nisha still believes
in the possibility of putting herself back together.

Told through Nisha's letters to her mother, The Night Diary is a heartfelt story of
one girl's search for home, for her own identity...and for a hopeful future.

A Place to Belong by Cynthia Kadohata

A Japanese American family, reeling from their ill treatment in the Japanese
imprisonment camps, gives up their American citizenship to move back to
Hiroshima, unaware of the devastation wreaked by the atomic bomb in this
piercing and all too relevant look at the aftermath of World War Il by Newbery
Medalist Cynthia Kadohata.
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Harbor Me

Merci Suarez Changes Gears by Meg Medina

Winner of the 2019 Newbery Medal, this coming-of-age tale by New York

Times best-selling author Meg Medina gets to the heart of the confusion and
constant change that defines middle school — and the steadfast connection that
defines family

Other Words for Home by Jasmine Warga

A gorgeously written, hopeful middle grade novel in verse about a young girl
who must leave Syria to move to the United States, perfect for fans of Jason
Reynolds and Aisha Saeed.

Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson

It all starts when six kids have to meet for a weekly chat--by themselves, with no
adults to listen in. There, in the room they soon dub the ARTT Room (short for "A
Room to Talk"), they discover it's safe to talk about what's bothering them--
everything from Esteban's father's deportation and Haley's father's incarceration
to Amari's fears of racial profiling and Ashton's adjustment to his changing family
fortunes. When the six are together, they can express the feelings and fears they
have to hide from the rest of the world. And together, they can grow braver and
more ready for the rest of their lives.

Front Desk by Kelly Yang
Mia Tang lives in the motel where here parents are housekeepers, and when she's
not in school she manages the front desk when she's not in middle school. This is a

story about immigration, identity and what it means to be working class in
America.

We Rise We Resist We Raise Our Voices by Wade Hudson

What do we tell our children when the world seems bleak, and prejudice and
racism run rampant? With 96 lavishly designed pages of original art and prose, fifty
diverse creators lend voice to young activists.

(Common Sense Media rated for 8yo +)
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