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The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander 
 
The Newbery Award-winning author of THE CROSSOVER pens an ode to black 
American triumph and tribulation, with art from a two-time Caldecott 
Honoree. 
Originally performed for ESPN's The Undefeated, this poem is a love letter to 
black life in the United States. It highlights the unspeakable trauma of slavery, 
the faith and fire of the civil rights movement, and the grit, passion, and 
perseverance of some of the world's greatest heroes. The text is also 
peppered with references to the words of Martin Luther King, Jr., Langston 
Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks, and others, offering deeper insights into the 
accomplishments of the past, while bringing stark attention to the endurance 
and spirit of those surviving and thriving in the present. Robust back matter at 
the end provides valuable historical context and additional detail for those 
wishing to learn more. (Common Sense Media rated 6 yo+) 
 
 
 

 
 

I Am Enough by Grace Byers 
 
This gorgeous, lyrical ode to loving who you are, respecting others, and being 
kind to one another comes from Empire actor and activist Grace Byers and 
talented newcomer artist Keturah A. Bobo. 

We are all here for a purpose. We are more than enough. We just need to 
believe it. 

 
 

 
 

Intersection Allies: We Make Room for All by Chelsea Johnson, LaToya 
Council and Carolyn Choi 
 
The brainchild of three women-of-color sociologists, Intersection Allies is a 
smooth, gleeful entry into intersectional feminism. The nine interconnected 
characters proudly describe themselves and their backgrounds, involving 
topics that range from a physical disability to language brokering, offering an 
opportunity to take pride in a personal story and connect to collective struggle 
for justice. 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Undefeated-Kwame-Alexander/dp/1328780961/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+undefeated&qid=1603207318&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/I-Am-Enough-Grace-Byers-ebook/dp/B086JXS83F/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=I+am+enough&qid=1603207291&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/IntersectionAllies-We-Make-Room-All/dp/1948340089/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Intersection+Allies%3A+We+Make+Room+for+All&qid=1603207252&s=books&sr=1-1


 

 
 

I Am Every Good Thing by Derrick Barnes 
 
The confident Black narrator of this book is proud of everything that makes 
him who he is. He’s got big plans, and no doubt he’ll see them through-- as 
he’s creative, adventurous, smart, funny, and a good friend. Sometimes he 
falls, be he always gets back up. And other times he’s afraid, because he’s so 
often misunderstood and called what he is not. So slow down and really look 
and listen, when somebody tells you—and shows you—who they are. There 
are superheroes in our midst. 
 

 
 

The Proudest Blue by Ibtihaj Muhammad 
 
A powerful, vibrantly illustrated story about the first day of school--and two 
sisters on one's first day of hijab--by Olympic medalist and social justice 
activist Ibtihaj Muhammad.  
 
With her new backpack and light-up shoes, Faizah knows the first day of 
school is going to be special. It's the start of a brand new year and, best of all, 
it's her older sister Asiya's first day of hijab--a hijab of beautiful blue fabric, like 
the ocean waving to the sky. But not everyone sees hijab as beautiful, and in 
the face of hurtful, confusing words, Faizah will find new ways to be strong. 
 

 

All the Colors We Are/Todos los colores de nuestra piel: The Story of 
How We Get Our Skin Color/La historia de por qué tenemos diferentes 
colores de piel. By Katie Kissinger   
 
Celebrate the essence of one way we are all special and different from one 
another—our skin color! This bilingual (English/Spanish) book offers children a 
simple, scientifically accurate explanation about how our skin color is 
determined by our ancestors, the sun, and melanin. It’s also filled with colorful 
photographs that capture the beautiful variety of skin tones. Reading this 
book frees children from the myths and stereotypes associated with skin color 
and helps them build positive identities as they accept, understand, and value 
our rich and diverse world. Unique activity ideas are included to help you 
extend the conversation with children. 
 

 
 

Hands Up! By Breanna J. McDaniel 
 
A young black girl lifts her baby hands up to greet the sun, reaches her hands 
up for a book on a high shelf, and raises her hands up in praise at a church 
service. She stretches her hands up high like a plane's wings and whizzes down 
a hill so fast on her bike with her hands way up. As she grows, she lives 
through everyday moments of joy, love, and sadness. And when she gets a 
little older, she joins together with her family and her community in a protest 
march, where they lift their hands up together in resistance and 
strength. 

https://www.amazon.com/I-Am-Every-Good-Thing/dp/0525518770/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=I+Am+Every+Good+Thing&qid=1603207205&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Proudest-Blue-Story-Hijab-Family/dp/0316519006/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+Proudest+Blue+by+Ibtihaj+Muhammad&qid=1603207174&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Colors-Todos-colores-nuestra-piel/dp/160554079X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=All+the+Colors+We+Are%2FTodos+los+colores+de+nuestra+piel%3A+The+Story+of+How+We+Get+Our+Skin+Color%2FLa+historia+de+por+qu%C3%A9+tenemos+diferentes+colores+de+piel&qid=1603207153&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Colors-Todos-colores-nuestra-piel/dp/160554079X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=All+the+Colors+We+Are%2FTodos+los+colores+de+nuestra+piel%3A+The+Story+of+How+We+Get+Our+Skin+Color%2FLa+historia+de+por+qu%C3%A9+tenemos+diferentes+colores+de+piel&qid=1603207153&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Colors-Todos-colores-nuestra-piel/dp/160554079X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=All+the+Colors+We+Are%2FTodos+los+colores+de+nuestra+piel%3A+The+Story+of+How+We+Get+Our+Skin+Color%2FLa+historia+de+por+qu%C3%A9+tenemos+diferentes+colores+de+piel&qid=1603207153&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hands-Up-Breanna-J-McDaniel/dp/0525552316/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1ZLQNHKDV1MZN&dchild=1&keywords=hands+up+breanna+j.+mcdaniel&qid=1603207127&s=books&sprefix=hands+up%2Cstripbooks%2C142&sr=1-1


 
 

 
 

Let the Children March by Monica Clark-Robinson 
 
In 1963 Birmingham, Alabama, thousands of African American children 
volunteered to march for their civil rights after hearing Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. speak. They protested the laws that kept black people separate from white 
people. Facing fear, hate, and danger, these children used their voices to 
change the world. Frank Morrison's emotive oil-on-canvas 
paintings bring this historical event to life, while Monica Clark-Robinson's 
moving and poetic words document this remarkable time. 
 

 
 

Say Her Name by Zetta Elliot 
 
Inspired by the #SayHerName campaign launched by the African American 
Policy Forum, these poems pay tribute to victims of police brutality as well as 
the activists insisting that Black Lives Matter. Elliott engages poets from the 
past two centuries to create a chorus of voices celebrating the creativity, 
resilience, and courage of Black women and girls. 
 
This collection features forty-nine powerful poems, four of which are tribute 
poems inspired by the works of Lucille Clifton, Audre Lorde, Nikki Giovanni, 
and Phillis Wheatley. 
 

 

Different Differenter: An Activity Book about Skin Color by Jyoti Gupta 
 
Different Differenter is a beautifully-illustrated, full-color, activity book for 
children that thoughtfully addresses everyday skin color consciousness (and 
bias) in a way that's easy to understand. 

Children’s rich observations and questions about color, caste, race elicit 
accurate yet straightforward responses. Jyoti’s art-and-craft-based book takes 
you on a playful and creative discovery to find answers that work for you and 
your family—while creatively introducing facts of history and 15-plus new 
words. Make art. Perform a play for the nanas when they’re in town. Eat a 
yummy homemade dessert. Ooh! and aah! about how each member of the 
family has a different skin color. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Let-Children-March-Monica-Clark-Robinson/dp/0544704525/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=let+the+children+march&qid=1603207058&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Say-Her-Name-Zetta-Elliott/dp/1368045243/ref=sr_1_1?crid=TOGQAZOAJVH1&dchild=1&keywords=say+her+name+zetta+elliot&qid=1603207031&s=books&sprefix=say+her+name%2Cstripbooks%2C143&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Different-Differenter-Activity-about-Color/dp/173256440X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=different+differenter&qid=1603206997&s=books&sr=1-1


 

Hair Love by Matthew A. Cherry 
 
This best-selling book about pride, self-esteem and the bonds that tie a family 
together tells the story of a father who gives his daughter an extra-special 
hairstyle. The book was turned into an Academy Award-winning animated 
short film.  

 

Alma and How She Got Her Name by Juana Martinez-Neal 
 
What’s in a name? For one little girl, her very long name tells the vibrant story 
of where she came from — and who she may one day be. 
 
If you ask her, Alma Sofia Esperanza José Pura Candela has way too many 
names: six! How did such a small person wind up with such a large name? 
Alma turns to Daddy for an answer and learns of Sofia, the grandmother who 
loved books and flowers; Esperanza, the great-grandmother who longed to 
travel; José, the grandfather who was an artist; and other namesakes, too. As 
she hears the story of her name, Alma starts to think it might be a perfect fit 
after all — and realizes that she will one day have her own story to tell. In her 
author-illustrator debut, Juana Martinez-Neal opens a treasure box of 
discovery for children who may be curious about their own origin stories or 
names. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This list was compiled from the following resources: 
 
Woodson, J. (2020, June). Jacqueline Woodson’s Shares Essential Books Discussing Racism with Kids. The 
Oprah Magazine. Retrieved from http://www.oprahmag.com. 
 
Reeve, J. (2020, June). 14 Antiracist Books for Kids and Teens Recommended by BIPOC Teachers and 
Librarians. The New York Times Wirecutter. Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Hair-Love-Matthew-Cherry/dp/0525553363/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=hair+love&qid=1603206966&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNw8V_Fkw28
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNw8V_Fkw28
https://www.amazon.com/Alma-How-She-Got-Name/dp/0763693553/ref=sr_1_1?crid=18E6V7TNWNVG2&dchild=1&keywords=alma+and+how+she+got+her+name&qid=1603206738&s=books&sprefix=Alma%2Cstripbooks%2C146&sr=1-1
http://www.oprahmag.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/


Grose, J. (2020, June). These Books Can Help You Explain Racism and Protest to Your Kids. The New York 
Times. Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com. 
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